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The Gircus Came To Meadville One Last Time

On January 17th news came out that the Ringling Brothers Barnum &
Bailey Circus was closing forever in May of this year after 146 years of
operation. For many of us it was hard to imagine that this could happen
to an American institution older that Coca-Cola and baseball. Time and
different venues of entertainment, along with pressure to stop using
performing animals, aka, elephants, had caught up with the circus. For
the railfan followers comes the loss of the long, colorful circus trains that
travel the rails to the four corners of this nation every year.

Meadpville was one of many small towns in the country that the circus
came to visit. The last time Ringling Brothers visited was on July 11,
1956. The day before it had entertained young and old in Erie before
moving by rail to Meadpville. It was brought to town by the Bessemer &
Lake Erie and handed over to the Erie Railroad for unloading. Typically
they unloaded the trains at the freight house on Clark Road, then (in
1956) moved everything over the streets to the Crawford County Fair
Grounds.

Ringling Brothers had made a science of how to move its circus early
on. In the beginning, they used horse and wagon teams to move from
town to town, but by the late 1890's had developed an efficient system
using rail. They were so good at moving mass materials and people that
the Federal Government, during World War I made a study to apply this
practice to moving soldiers and equipment. In the mid-1950's the circus
was moving by rail in three sections. In later years, after expanding their

operations, they had two complete trains moving two individual circuses,
the Red and the Blue units.
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End of rai, Ringling Bros., Dean Jct., Erie PA 1989

The mid-1950's movement featured the first section, 22 cars long and
was known as the Flying Squadron, carrying the workers, horses (96 in
all), the menagerie of animals and float wagons, the cookhouse tent and
cooking equipment, besides miscellaneous equipment necessary for
setting up. The first section was always the first train to be loaded and
leave for the next town, as well as being the first unit to be unloaded

upon arrival. (continued on page 5)
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Ringling Bros. and Barnum
& Bailey Circus Route
July 1956

Geneva, N.Y.*
Elmira, N.Y.
Olean, N. Y.
Dunkirk, N.Y.
Niagara Falls, N.Y.
Batavia, N.Y.
7-8 Buffalo, N.Y.
9 Warren, Pa.
10 Erie, Pa.
11 Meadyville, Pa.
12 Youngstown, O.
13 Akron, O.
14 Canton, O.
15 Alliance, O.
16 Pittsburgh, Pa.
Season closed.
Big top struck for last time.
Home Run.
*Afternoon only.
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Circus Train Appearances in
Meadbville

Besides the July 11, 1956
appearance in Meadville of the
Ringling Brothers and Barnum &
Bailey Circus, the circus also came
to town on July 15, 1921. Reseach
also leads one to believe that
although the circus did not stop in
Meadoville, it is possible that the
circus train ran through Meadville
eight different times. The following
are dates and places the circus had
appeared:

July 10/11, 1919 - Sharon/Erie

July 11/12, 1923 - Youngstown/Jamestown
July 2/3, 1926 - Jamestown/Youngstown
July 19/21, 1930 - Jamestown/Canton

July 2/3, 1936 - Youngstown/Oil City

July 6/7, 1937 - Jamestown/New Castle
July 5/6, 1949 - Jamestown/Youngstown

(continued on page 5)



From the
Stationmagter's 0Office

This year promises to be a very
good year for the French Creek Valley
Railroad Historical Society. We will
begin the lettering of the B&LE
boxcar this spring, starting with the
side facing the highway first. We also
will complete the re-siding and install
the hardware. There is some
roofwalk work to do as well as
rebuilding the doors. When that is all
done, this should complete the
boxcar project.

We are currently getting things
arranged to bring the DL&W snowplow home to Meadville. We are very close to
having everything come together to finally see the snowplow moving. We fully
expect the snowplow to be in Meadville by summer. But, the project is only
beginning when it gets here. We will have to survey our lot, grade and ballast it,
then lay ties and rails so the snowplow can be displayed. We will need all the
help we can get from our members. We had a real nice turnout last year at our
work sessions and hope we can get even more people to help out this year.

We have the tool car to start working on; after the snowplow is here, of course.
The FCVRRHS is also interested in getting its own place in downtown Meadyville,
where we can organize our archives a little bit better and be more accessible to
the public. We will have to make sure we can have a steady income to support
such a project. Your support and support from the public and businesses will
help us achieve our mission - to preserve all aspects of railroad history of the
area.

Bernie Hanmore

s CONTRIBUTIONS & GIFTS N\

Q@ Olan Wood Products Q@ Sherwin-Williams Paint

Q Staples Copy & Print Q Frontier Lumber Co.

Q Lloyd’s Rental & Sales Q@ Bob Bingham family

Q Crawford County Historical Society Q@ Bill McComas Family

Q@ Western New York & PA RR Q Scott Royer

Q Travis Burge Family Q Ed Fine

Q@ US Bronze Foundry & Machine Q Carl & Vanessa Timko

Q@ Bernie Hanmore Family @ John Nagurney

Q LakeShore Railway Historical Society Q@ Tom Collard Family

Q@ David P. Miller Family @ Ed Cronin Family

Q Adrienne Geddes Q@ Rick Rowlands

Q John Snyder Family Q Jack Sheets Family

Q@ Cheryl Corp (in memory of Mark Phelan) Q@ Audrey Lavery

Q Eleanor Davies Q@ Mike Lynch Family

Q Terry Martin Family Q Stan Niwa

@ Susan Yosten Q Dennis Mead Family

Q Mike Vickey Q Pat Winters
\. J

There's lots more information as well as interesting photos and
stories on our website! Check it out at www.fevrrhs.org
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French Creek Valley Express is
published Spring and Fall. Those
wishing to submit material must do so
no later than 30 days prior to
publication, i.e. by April 1st or
October 1st. All submissions are
subject to editing for length and
clarity. Queries must include full
name, address, and daytime phone
number or e-mail address. Individual
membership dues are $20.00/year,
family membership dues are
$35.00/year ($1.00 for juniors to 18
years) for the period July 1- Jun 30.
New member dues received after
January 1 are good through the
following full year period. Support
from local businesses is welcomed:
Gold, Silver and Bronze levels at
$500.00, $250.00, and $100.00,

respectively, are available.




Committee Reports to the Members

Membership

The French Creek Valley Railroad
Historical Society welcomes ten new
members since the last "Valley Express"
was published. Joining the
organization are David Ellis, Jonathon
Gable, Stephanie Franz, Chris
Holabaugh, James Hutcheson, Mike
Lynch, Tom Mogush, Brian Raybuck,
Charles Webber, Jr. (and family), and
Bill Yochum. All of them signed up
between November 2016 and March 5,
2017. Glad to have you all aboard!

Member Wayne Brown is recovering
nicely from his quadruple by-pass
surgery in January. Best wishes to

e -Carl Timko

History & Archives

Carl Timko has completed digitally
copying the Erie RR shop text book
that was donated to the FCVRRHS in
June of last year. It contains 329 pages
of instructions of everything that
would be needed to know to work in
the railroad shops. Metal fabrication
and milling, woodworking, electrical
systems, and steam propulsion and air
brake systems are covered in the book.
The book itself will be preserved in the
archives, not to be lent out. However,
CDs of the book will be available soon
for $40 for members and $45 for
nonmembers. If the CD is to be
shipped, shipping costs will be added.
The CDs will be released after
installing software to protect the
intellectual property of the FCVYRRHS.

A team of seven individuals devoted
an afternoon to cleaning up and
sorting the archives. Another session
to catalog all items will be
forthcoming. Cataloging the artifacts
not only helps keep an order to the
archives, but it also would help for
insurance purposes.

Recently, members John Snyder and
Carl Timko visited with Mrs. Audrey
Lavery of Meadville. Mrs. Lavery had
some personal railroad items to share
with us and some information. We also
recorded her story on video tape. Mrs.
Lavery's father and grandfather worked
on the Erie Railroad and its
predecessors. Her grandfather worked
on the A&GW as an engineer. Her
father worked as a car inspector. Mrs.
Lavery also worked 30 years for the
railroad in the Trainmaster's office in
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John Snyder and Audrey Lavery

the Meadyville depot, at the freight
house, the reclamation plant, and the
car shop. We thank Mrs. Lavery very
much for her hospitality and

cooperation. -Carl Timko

We are currently conducting research
for an article on the once-proposed
Pennsylvania Petroleum Railroad. If

any reader has information they would
like to share, please contact Dennis

Mead at dennismead@verizon.net or

Carl Timko at blebuddy@yahoo.com

-Carl Timko

Budget & Finance

The FCVRRHS has replenished its
stock of clothing in time for the Erie
Train Show on March 5. We have
added two more options. A 518 polo
shirt with a pocket is available for $21
and a long sleeve tee-shirt with the
diamond logo is available for $24. The
prices remain the same for the rest of
the stock. Polos without pockets are
$20, 518 tee shirts are $17, crew neck
sweatshirts are $25, hooded
sweatshirts are $32, available by order
only, and hats are $15 for members,
and $20 for nonmembers. We also
have the Erie Railroad Historical
Photograph Collection of Stuart
Ladner book for $15.85 (tax included).
There are as of this writing only a few
2017 calendars left; by the publishing
of this issue, we may have run out.
The board decided at the January
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meeting to not have a second run
published due to the fact that the
publisher will not be back in the area
until April and by then, a quarter of
the year would have passed, making it
less likely that the calendars would

sell.

Secretary Carl Timko wrote a letter
to the editor of the Meadville Tribune
to ask the public for donations of
model railroad equipment. The result
was impressive. Within two days, Carl
received three emails from people
wanting to donate, a phone call from a
gentleman wanting to donate his 4 x 8
layout, and an email from someone
who needed information on locating
model train stores in and around Erie.
The goal is to replenish the model
railroad supplies that we sell at train
shows. Anyone wishing to donate
good working model railroad
equipment can contact any of the
officers listed on Page 2 of this issue.
The FCVRRHS would like to thank Ms.
Cheryl Corp for her donation in
memory of Mark Phelan, Mrs.
Adrienne Geddes, Mrs. Eleanor Davies,
and Mr. Stan Weidner for their
donations of their model train
equipment.

-Dennis Mead, Carl Timko

Museum

We are finally seeing the light at the
end of the tunnel for the Trolley
Station Project. The waiting room,
ticket office, ladies room and
kitchenette are just about finished.
The men’s room and back room
should be complete by our grand
opening date in early June.

We have added about a dozen large
photographs, maps and drawings to
the walls of the waiting room, office
and hallway. “The Edinboro Route”
signs for the roof of the portico have
been painted and will be installed
soon.

Projects for the summer include
replacing all of the rafter tails on the
roof and replacing the concrete
basement floor. Next year we plan to
build a full size replica of an
interurban trolley car. It will be located
on a track just west of the station.

C. L. Siebert, Jr wrote Northwestern
Pennsylvania Railway, copyright
1976, which is a history of the
Northwestern and its predecessor
companies. We are investigating
reprinting this fascinating book.



The trolley station is now open for
business. The station is available for
meetings, parties, and other gatherings
for $50. Cambridge Springs residents
will not be charged. The French Creek
Valley Railroad Historical Society, a
partner in the heritage organization,
will have its April meeting at the
station. This will enable the
membership to see how far along the
renovation has progressed.

- Ed Cronin

Property and Equipment

With warmer weather approaching,
plans have been made for the work
sessions at the display site. The first job
to be done is to letter the side of the
boxcar that faces the French Creek
Parkway. Stencils have been completed
by Dennis Mead and are ready to use.
The boxcar will have "BESSEMER"
emblazoned across the right side of the
car, just as it did when it served the
B&LE long ago. Wood siding
replacement will continue after
supplies are acquired. The doors need
rebuilt as well and the roofwalk and
hardware needs to be installed. The
boxcar renovation should be
completed by early to mid-summer.

The time is nearing when the DL&W
snowplow will finally make its way to
Meadville. Contact was made with TTX,
the company that is donating the
service of one of its flat cars. Rick
Rowlands, president of the
Youngstown Steel Heritage
Foundation, is handling the tie-down
of the snowplow to the flat car.
Contacts are also being made with
officials at Norfolk Southern, who will
haul the snowplow from Gangs Mills,
N.Y. to Buffalo. The snowplow will
travel over the Buffalo & Pittsburgh
from Buffalo to an interchange with
the Western New York & Pennsylvania
at Salamanca, N.Y. The WNYP will then
haul the flat car to its Olean facilities,
where the snowplow will be lifted off
of the flat car. The snowplow will later
be hauled to Meadville on its own
wheels.

The Pennsylvania Railroad tool car
may have some work performed on it
this year, depending on the status of
our other projects. Side panels are in
need of repair and it is planned to
repaint the tool car in PRR
maintenance-of-way yellow. It will then
reside on the same track as the
snowplow, if all goes according to
plan.

It is likely, however, that it may be
2018 before any work will be started
on the tool car.

- Bernie Hanmore, Carl Timko

Model Railroad

The Model Railroad Committee has
a new task. Mr. Weidner's layout,
though in nice shape, will need a bit of
refurbishing. After the layout is done, it
is planned to be displayed at the
trolley station on a permanent basis.
The layout is half the size of the large
layout the organization displays from
Thanksgiving to New Year's Day. Many
in the FCVRRHS are anxious to see the
layout. As of the February meeting, it
hasn't been picked up yet.

The large layout is in need of
refurbishing, as well. The layout had
some problems with derailments,
probably caused by the joints of the
modular sections. The scenery is
starting to look old and will be
freshened.

Thanks to the donations of model
railroad equipment, we have some
Marx equipment for sale. Four steam
locomotives and plenty of cars and
track.
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B&LE RSD15s on Ed Cronin's layout.

Ed Cronin's new layout is
progressing very well since he and
Suann moved into their new home.
Your editor and John Snyder visited Ed
recently to see his huge layout. It takes
up about half of the bottom floor of his
garage. Not all the track had been laid
as of this visit, but most of the mainline
track has now been installed. Ed's
B&LE layout will be one of the finest in
the area.

- Jobn Snyder, Ed Cronin,
& Carl Timko

Public Relations & Education

Since the last time I reported here
the Society has participated in the Fall
train show at Rainbow Gardens in Erie,
the Christmas train layout display at
the Downtown Mall in Meadpville, and
the Spring show again at Rainbow
Gardens. The results were very good
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for the Fall show and the layout
display, and moderately good for the
recent Spring show. Besides all the
merchandise we sold, we received
several new memberships to the
Society. We sold out on many of our
clothing and hat items, making it
necessary to reorder inventory for the
Spring show. And, we sold out on the
2017 calendars. Thanks goes to all
those members for giving their time to
help man these shows and the display.

During the layout display in the
Downtown Mall, visitors that stopped
by to watch the layout in action also
related that they were aware of the
DL&W snowplow project, thanks to
the article in the Meadville Tribune.
Word of mouth also had an impact,
thanks to the members that tended to
the layout also informed our visitors of
our cause.

This coming summer season we all
hope to reopen the display at Pomona
Park. The boxcar should be finished,
and the trackside signal should be up
and working. And, we are anxiously
waiting the arrival of the snow plow. By
the next time we release the Valley
Express this Fall, I hope we have much
more good news to write about.

- Dennis Mead

Last year, the French Creek Valley
Railroad Historical Society hosted a
photo-shoot at the display site in
Pomona Park, for a group of ballet
dancers. The photo-shoot went very
well and included a few members of
the FCVRRHS in one photo. Interested
parties can schedule a photo-shoot by
contacting any FCVRRHS officer (see
page 2 for a listing). We ask that no
one climbs on the equipment, but
posing on the footboards of the
locomotive and on the caboose are
fine. We do require that all members of
the interested party sign release forms.
There is no charge, but we would sure
appreciate a donation.

- Carl Timko

The board of the FCVRRHS is
looking into purchasing flags to display
while the display site is open. The flags
would be three foot by five foot in size
and have the logos of railroads that
served the area. Possible selections are
the A&GW, NYPANO, Erie Railroad,Erie
Lackawanna, B&LE, and Northwestern
Pennsylvania Railway among others.
The board has checked into at least
four suppliers for the best price of
single-sided flag. This project has
gained interest amongst the members.

- Dennis Mead, Carl Timko



Circus Game To Meadville

(continued from page 1)

The second section was 28 cars
long and carried the canvasmen,
ushers and sideshow workers. In
addition the elephants, lights and
props, tent gear, seat wagons, tent
poles and 20 tons of canvas tent
followed by four flatcars of trucks,
tractors and generators.

Although the first section could
leave early from its last stop, this and
the third section could not follow
until the last of the circus was tore
down. The third section carried the
performers, 1400 people in those
days. Altogether, 72,000 tons of circus
moved to about 430 performances
yearly by rail, 49 flatcars and stock
cars, and 23 coaches.

Within 2 hours after arrival to the
next town the mess hall was open for
the workers, and in 6 hours the circus
was ready to go. This grueling
schedule went on daily, keeping the
communities visited close in nature
so as to make rail movements quickly.
In that July, after performing in
Meadpville, the Erie Railroad delivered
the circus to Youngstown the next
day, and Akron, Ohio following that.
It would then move on to Canton,
OH the 14th, Alliance, OH the 15th,
followed by Pittsburgh on the 16th.

Meadyville unknowingly would go
down in history 60 plus years ago on
that day in July of 1956. That summer
had been a very wet weather period,
and the circus was experiencing
losses they could not sustain. So, on
July 16, 1956, after performing at
Heidelburg Race Track in Pittsburgh,
Ringling Brothers Barnum & Bailey
announced it was shutting down for
the rest of the season, and would
return to its headquarters in Florida.
They also announced the circus
would never perform under the big
top again. Meadville would become
among the last ten communities who
experienced the circus performing
under the canvas. On April 9, 1957
the circus started up again, this time
in New York City's Madison Square
Garden, and has been performing
under a roof ever since.

Sadly, their last act will be in
Uniondale, NY on May 21, 2017.

-Dennis Mead

Circus Train Appearances
(continued from page 1)
July 28/29, 1954 -
Jamestown/Youngstown.

There is a possibility that a few
of these dates may have avoided
Meadville by running over a
different route, such as the case
of the 1930 show in Jamestown,
NY and Canton, OH.

- Carl Timko

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus train at Milwaukee, WI in the
1940s - Classic Trains

Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey
Circus Advertising Car No. 1 preceded
the circus train to advertise and raise

interest in the circus.
- Carstens Publishing
(now White River Productions)

A reminder to all the Valley
Express readers. The April 16
membership meeting will be at
the Cambridge Springs Trolley
Station, at the usual time of 6:30
p.m. The meeting in May and
possibly all summer months will
be at the display site in Pomona
Park, Meadville. When those
meetings are scheduled for the
display site, members and guests
are asked to bring their own
chairs.

Visit our Facebook site through
the website at www.fcvrrhs.org to
stay up to date with our activities.

Other News of Interest

Norfolk & Western ] class 4-8-4
#611 is scheduled to make some
excursion runs this year in North
Carolina and Virginia. The #0611 isn't
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usually mentioned in the Valley
Express, but in this case, at least one
member is planning on making the
trip down to ride the train. This
locomotive has made local
appearances in the past, having
powered excursions through Erie and
Conneaut and was even turned on
the B&LE wye in Cranesville, PA. For
more information on the #611's
excursion schedule, please visit
www.fireup611.org.
- Carl Timko

Norfolk Southern has started its 23
city safety train tour. The train
features NS GP38 #5642, painted in a
special paint scheme honoring first
responders. The train also includes
two boxcars, four different
classifications of tank cars, and two 89
foot flatcars that were designed to
haul containers. The courses last four
hours and include instructions on
railroad safety, railroad shipping
documents, railroad equipment
identification (such as knowing which
class a certain tank car is so there is a
better understanding of the danger a
derailed or leaking car may have),
tank cars, locomotive fires, incident
reporting procedures, contacting and
working with railroad officials. The
closest this train will be to the
immediate area are Cresson, PA on
April 7-9, Binghamton, N.Y. on June
6-8, and Canton, OH on June 15-17.
So, if one does not get the chance to
see the train during its training
sessions, one might catch it in transit.
For instance, it is almost assured that
the train will travel from Binghamton
to Buffalo, then down the old Nickel
Plate to a route that would take it to
Canton. That narrows it down to a
one week period available to watch
the train go by. From a railfan's
perspective, this train would be pretty
interesting to see. If any reader does
go out to watch for this or any trains,
be mindful of your safety and the
safety of the railroad employees, and
respect railroad property or any
property that you are on to watch the
trains. Railfans get a bad reputation
because of one that does not show
respect.

For more information on the safety
train, visit www.joinNOAR.org.

- NS Corp.com, Carl Timko






